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We will be going dark for July and August and will not have any Stated Meetings

Bru Lewis, Illustrious Potentate
Thomas Klecan P.P., Recorder

                              Nobles, Ladies, and Friends,

Warmer weather is finally here and Al Koran 
activities are in full swing. Onion Sales have been 
successful this year with only a handful of bags 
left, and those are probably gone as I write this. A 
big thank you to all the Clubs and Units who have 
been involved in this.

The Sportsman’s Raffle, which is Al Koran’s 
biggest fund raiser, is picking up speed and already we are seeing 
increased interest and sales due to a lower ticket price of $20 with six for 
$100. Every Noble and their Lady should sign out a packet of tickets from 
our Recorder and do their part in selling them in support of Al Koran. 
You will not believe how easy they are to sell, and how fast they go! 
Remember, if a winning ticket is picked and you sold it you will receive a 
$50 Fin gift certificate!

This summer will be special to me personally as my son recently retired 
from the United States Marine Corp. as a Gunnery Sergeant and has 
retuned home with this wife and my two grandchildren. It will be so nice 
to have all of the family reunited again.

AL Koran’s elected Divan representatives Chief Rabban Mike Spisak and 
Assistant Rabban Brandon Gould, will be traveling to Imperial Session 
held this year in Reno Nevada the first week in July to place their votes on 
your behalf regarding current issues, changes to bylaws, and other items. 
Joining them will be our High Priest and Prophet Noble Jim Barone, 
newly elected to serve as my replacement as Representative due to my 
recently discovered health issues and ongoing medical testing. As I still 
work full-time and hold the office of Potentate my doctor has required I 
reduce my activities and travel to the minimum until everything is sorted 
out. I appreciate your ongoing thoughts and prayers. Hopefully results I 
should see by the end of June will be such that I can return to full Pote 
mode for the balance of the year.

Summer break will be upon us soon and we will not have business 
meetings in July or August.

Brunell “Bru” Lewis, Potentate
Something to Wrap Your Love Around
   

   Bru Lewis, Potentate
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Chief Rabban
Michael Spisak
C: 216 225-0703
Email: mjspisak@gmail.com

Assistant Rabban
Brandon Gould
C: 440 225-8205
Email: bmgould@live.com

High Priest & Prophet 
James Barone
C: 216 276-0086
Email: jbar27@gmail.com

Oriental Guide 
Mike Krake, Jr.
C: 330-503-1164
Email: mkrakejr@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Jay Flack
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Divan Directory

Illustrious Potentate
Bru Lewis

C: 330 242-6861
Email: brudee613@wmconnect.com

Summer Message
We will be going dark for July and 
August and will not have any Stated 
Meetings. 
 
Enjoy the summer with your friends 
and family and we hope to see you at 
all of the great events we have!

For a detailed Calendar of Events see Al Koran Website

 Calendar of Events

JULY          
July 1st – Mid-Ohio Shrine Meeting

July 1st –  4th – Imperial Session

July 4th – Krazy Kops Parade in Medina

July 4th – Lorain County Fire Brigade Parade in Wellington

July 20th – Krazy Kops Parade in Highland Heights

July 20th – Al Koran Shrine + Valley of Cleveland,  
                   AASR Golf Outing

July 21st – Bourbon and Stogies Outing

July 22nd – Legion of Honor Meeting

July 26th – Hillbillies Wine Tasting Picnic

July 27th – Mansfield Bike Show & Poker Run

July 30th – Mariners Meeting

July 30th – Hunters Ladies Appreciation Dinner
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First a note on dues. This year has been quite frustrating. As of this writing I still have over 70 Nobles who have 
not paid their 2024 dues, that’s almost 10% of our membership. You are receiving this in July; and in August, 
2025 dues notices will begin going out electronically, with the hard mailing expected in late September. Usually 
by this date I am down to 30 or so nobles. To our senior members who are not as active as they once were, we can 
assist with your dues should you wish to remain a member, please give us a call, I’m sure we can work something 
out. The preferred Masonic method of relinquishing your membership would be a phone call or letter requesting a 
demit or by resignation. 

Second Our Newsletter. As anyone who has read my articles in the past, you are aware that our newsletter is the 
second most costly item in our budget after the Office expenses. We can realize a savings of almost $20,000.00 a 
year by going completely electronic. The Divan has voted to go all electronic by year’s end. However, we are aware 
that many of our members do not want to read their newsletter on line or electronically, and in fact, I am aware of 
several who cannot, as they do not use smart phone or computers. So we will be providing some paper copies but 
by request only. See the notice for requesting a paper newsletter, somewhere in this newsletter. 

Third Fundraising.  To date the only fundraising effort for Al Koran has been the onion sales and while we had a 
nice profit, it only paid for one month of the magazine or one month’s Office expenses. Monies received for 2024 
dues are (all numbers are approximate) $100,000.00. Expenses are as follows; Newsletter $24,000.00, Office 
$48,000.00, per capita $ $40,000.00, and hospital contribution (from dues) is $4,000.00, to a total of $116,000.00. 
By the way there are other expenses too. You can see where this is going. 

Fourth Membership. Our Membership continues to decline. In all likelihood we will be below 700 members by the 
end of 2024. Nobles, remember why we joined this fraternity? Fun and Fellowship, our philanthropy is an added 
bonus.  The younger Nobles still want the first two, fun and fellowship, and they will support the third if they have 
the first two. Increased membership means less dues increases, and more fun events. 

Last. Imperial Session is June 30th thru July 4th; several members of the Divan as well as a few other Noble from 
Al Koran will be attendance. While, Imperial got their per capita increase last year, they are already starting their 
next campaign for another. See Membership above. Next month new of Imperial, hopefully it will be short. 

Enjoy your summer. 

You can reach me by e-mail at klecantom@hotmail.com, clevelandshriners@gmail.com, or call the office  
440-546-9866 and select #1 Recorder.

Tom Klecan PP 
Recorder, Al Koran Shriners

  From the Recorder  

MAY 2024

Noble Roy C. Eaton Jr.  

Noble Walter D. Gifford Jr. 

Noble Michael H Semenhuk 

Note: Reports are posted as received, 
not necessarily in chronological order.

IN MEMORY
Nobles lost to the

Black Camel

 MAY 2024 MEMBERSHIP
MAY  1st	                      776 Regular   5 Associates
Creations	 1	 0
Restorations	 0	 0
Affiliations	 0	 0
Demits	 0	 0
Suspensions	 0	 0
Resignations	 1	 0
Deaths	 3	 0

MAY 31                      774 Regular     5 Associates

Total Membership as of MAY 31, 2024 .... 

779 Nobles
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Thank You! 
 

Well we finally organized the back room ere at the office and we 
would like to acknowledge those who came to assist with the 

project.  
A very special thank you to the following: 

First to the Hunter for purchasing the shelving. 

 

    Russ Arndt      IS Al Paynter 

    Jim Barone        Bill Hubbard 

         Jay Flack              Dan Andrews 

             Samuel Andrews       Samantha Coventry   

Jonathan Handwerk 
 

Shriner’s Hospitals for 
Children 

 
Did you know that Shriners Hospitals for 

Children saw more patients in 2022 than at any 
other time in Shriners Hospitals history? 

We broke that record again in 2023! 
 

Thank you for all the submissions for 
this month’s Newsletter! 

It is great to see all our members active in their 
communities and participating in the Clubs and 

Units! Your pictures are amazing! 
 

Want to submit pictures or articles for the 
Newsletter? 

Submit all the materials by the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month and we will get you featured! 

- Brady Woodworth, Editor 

Donations in Memory of 
Thank you to these individuals who have made 

donations on behalf of their loved ones. 
 

Priscilla Leiterkendrick In Memory of Diane Kohler 

Andrea Dalessandro In Memory of Diane Kohler 

Barbara Kozel In Memory of Diane Kohler 

Dean Gladden In Memory of Diane Kohler 

Carole McKee In Memory of Diane Kohler 

Catherine &amp; Anthony Granata In Memory of Diane Kohler 

Sharon &amp; Greg Letterle In Memory of Diane Kohler 

Patrick Moran In Memory of Diane Kohler 

Stu Shoaff In Memory of Diane Kohler 

Farah, Roberts, & Ganor In Memory of Diane Kohler 

Do you still want to receive a HARD COPY of this newsletter?
If you want to receive a hard copy of the newsletter please fill out this form and return it to:
Al Koran Shriner 
P.O. Box 81184 
Cleveland, Ohio 44181

Or scan and send to clevelandshriners@gmail.com 

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________

City ______________________________   State _____________________ Zip ___________

Hard copies will NOT end with this edition, but we are researching alternative methods of delivery.
The Divan has elected to go all electronic in 2025, with only a limited number of paper editions.



July 2024 ... The Al Koran... Page 6

Krazy Kops
Greetings from the Krazy Kops!                                                          -- Mike Spisak, PD - Sect/Treasurer
     
Parade season is in full swing.  Our wily prisoners have been 
entertaining, masquerading, and delighting the crowds at the 
Chagrin Falls and Middleburg Heights parades.

Next up is Medina on July 4th, Highland Heights on July 20th, and 
Independence on August 3rd.  Do the nobles in these photos look 
like they’re having fun?  (Hint - THEY ARE!) Why not be a part 
of that fun?  If you’d like to ride along with us we’d be happy to 
have you.  If you’re interested, contact our Director, Mike Fekete, 
or me.  Hope to see you during our travels this Summer!

Photos from Middleburg Heights Home Days and Chagrin Falls Memorial Day Parade
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   Lakewood Shrine Club

Photos from the June Meeting with a talented Flutist as our featured guest
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	        Mariners Log

	 Finally, Summer has arrived in the Oasis of Cleveland.  It is time to enjoy the summer breezes off 
Lake Erie, picnic and vacation with our families, anticipating beautiful sunsets, along with watching 
for fireflies in the night time sky.  Yes, summer is a wonderful time of the year.
	 The answer to June’s mystery question about Ellensburg, Ohio is as follows.  The town of 
Ellensburg was built where Arcola Creek empties into Lake Erie.  It was settled in 1798 in what is 
now known Arcola Park, which is in the Lake County Metroparks.   This park borders the Lake and 
Ashtabula County line.  At it’s peak, it had over 2000 men at its iron works.  The town also had a hotel, 
harness shop, and was noted for producing iron products.  The community also included ship builders, 
fishermen, and it’s peak in the early 1800’s was the largest industrial city in Ohio.  Today Ellensburg is 
just a memory that once thrived in the current Arcola Park Metroparks system.
	 A tip of the fez goes out to Mariner, Scott Bratton 33 for his election as a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Scottish Rite, Valley of Cleveland.  Also, to Al Koran Recorder Tom Klecan P.P. 
who was installed as Most Wise Master of Ariel Chapter of Rose Croix in the Valley of Cleveland.  
Congratulations Brothers.
	 Our Sunshine Chairman P/C John Baker has informed me that as of this writing (June 1), sick bay 
is empty and all is well.  Do not forget to use your Sea and Ski or Coppertone, stay healthy, and enjoy 
the rest of the summer boating season.
	 The boating rendezvous of the Summer will take place at Put-In-Bay, Ohio from July 23 to July 
28.  This will be the annual Inter Lake Yachting Association (ILYA) Power Boat and Commodores 
Regatta.  There will be Past Commodores and Mariners on hand representing the Al Koran Mariners 
Yacht Club during this week.
	 The Mariners July meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 30 at the Chagrin Lagoon’s Yacht Club.  
Chow and grog will commence at 1800 hours and the Summer meeting will be rapped to order at 
1900 hours.
	 Come September, the Mariners will be joining the International Order of the Blue Gavel (IOBG) 
in District #7, for their annual wine tour on Saturday September 14.  We will meet at the Holiday Inn 
in Madison, Ohio.  There, we will board the wine buses at 1115 hours with stops at four wineries, 
enjoying an afternoon of food, entertainment, friendship, and of course award-winning wines.  We 
will return to the Holiday Inn around 1800 hours.
	 Have you purchased your Sportsman’s Raffle Ticket?  You still have time to buy one.  The drawing 
is to be held on October 31.  This is Al Koran’s major fundraiser.  Tickets can be obtained from the 
Divan or the Recorders Office.	
	 Now that Summer has arrived, it is time for us to go boating on Lake Erie.  It will be great to be 
on our lake enjoying a day of sunshine and fresh air.  For information pertaining to membership or 
activities of the Mariners, contact Ronn Murphy at 216-702-6785.
	 Have a safe 4th of July and Happy Birthday America!
God’s Speed

By Bob Stanley M.S.A.
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 Hillbilly Crooked River Clan

Looks like summer is here, not because of the calendar but the weather also. We are planning a few 
activities if we can decide on dates. Yes, there a four events which have been changed and rechanged. 
Let’s start with The Wine Tasting Picnic. As of the writing of this article, the date of the picnic is set for 
Friday, July 26th. The event will be held at Vino Veritas Cellars, at 4103 Memphis Ave, in Cleveland on 
the west side. While driving on Memphis Ave., don’t be alarmed it is in the middle of a residential area. 
We will start the wine tasting about 6:00 that’s PM. Right now it hasn’t been decided whether we bring 
the food as potluck, to cook at the grounds , or purchase from a food truck. At our next meeting that will 
be decided. 
 
Our PORK CHOP DINNER is set in stone. This dinner will be held at the Berea Masonic Center, at 366 
Eastland Road, in the city of Berea. Attitude Adjustment starts a 5:00 PM and dinner about 6:00PM with 
an open bar. The dinner includes, of course, Pork Chop, Baked Potato, Corn on the cob, and Dessert. All 
for $15.00. Where else can you get a dinner like this for that price. We have tickets ready and distributed 
to the members. If they don’t ask you to purchase one you ask them. 

Yes, we are having a week-end trip to Frankenmuth, Michigan, with a lunch at TONY’S I75 Restaurant. 
Twenty years ago we held a trip and stopped at Tony’s. Those that went on that trip still talk about 
Tony’s and will never forget that restaurant. They moved from the 60 seeded building they had, to a 
larger 200 person with side rooms. When you ordered a BLT you receive a pound of cooked bacon. A 
Banana Split Sunday has 6 scoops of ice cream. That’s just a couple of menu items that we talk about. 
But let’s not forget Frankenmuth. The Christmas Town of the U.S.A., Bonners the Christmas store, The 
Bavarian atmosphere, and of course their 
chicken dinner. 

The date of this trip is planned for September 
27, 28, and 29 and right now sleeping quarter 
are being worked on. If you are interested 
in this trip notify Russ Arndt. Call or text 
216-905-5629 so we can tentatively get an 
idea how many are interested. We will work 
on transportation when we get some type 
of count. It all depends on how soon we get 
response.

Last but not least, we will hold our CHILI 
COOKOFF on November 3rd and that is a 
Sunday. This event has been kicked around. 
It has been moved at least 4, if not more time 
than that. It will be held in Berea and more 
info will be announced.

WORDS TO REMEMBER
If you’ve ever had Thanksgiving dinner on a 
Ping-Pong table—You might just be a Hillbilly
If any of your wedding gifts came from the 
Army Navy Store—You might just be a Hillbilly

HILLBILLY CROOKED RIVER CLAN #16

Invites you to a Pork Chop Dinner, Baked Potato,
Corn on the Cob + Dessert              
  

Attitude Adjustment at 5:00 pm
Vittles at 6:00 pm

AUGUST 17, 2024 
at Berea Masonic Center 

366 Eastland Road, Berea, OH 

$ 15.00
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Well Summer has arrived and of course, Hunter meetings will be dark for the months of July 
and August. This does not mean that activities have stopped. We still have parades to attend, and 
we have a Ladies Appreciation Dinner scheduled for July 30th. There is a correction from last 
Newsletter, It, was reported that the event will be held at The Lake Erie Yacht Club. The correction 
is Edgewater Yacht Club and the address is 6700 Memorial Shoreway NW. Cleveland 44102. Now 
the gathering time is still 6:00 PM and dinner following. Reservation, are a must and can be made 
by calling or text to Rob Frankel (216) 965-4311, or Ronn Murphy at (216702-6785. This will be a 
Combine activity with The Mariners.

There was a survey that was mailed to the members of the Hunters with return address and a PO 
stamp in May. About 60 were sent out and only 18 were returned. Even though we only received 18, 
it gave us a fair idea of activities or events to plan for in the future. So to get things started, mark 
your calendars for September 8th. This is our regular Meeting and Mooseburger Night. There will 
have hamburgers. We are to invite the wives, family, and friends for this evening and also, we will 
have Stu Shoff who was an member of the FBI, to give us some info of his service. We will be 
holding this event at the pavilion in Brook Park.

I know it is 4-5 months away but planning for the Spaghetti Dinner and Turkey Shoot has started. 
The date of this event is November 16th, so mark your calendars. This will be the 20th Anniversary 
of this activity.

 Hunter’s Unit

  Lorain County Fire Brigade
Big & Little Red Rides Again
                                               
Another year, another parade in the archives.

Big Red and Little Red hit the streets again for the Avon Lake Memorial Day Parade. The morning weather 
commenced with an ominous gray sky and moisture from above. But divine intervention parted the clouds 
and magnificent morning unfolded.

Thanks to the efforts of Brother Robert Painter the brethren of West Shore Lodge #804 amassed in force 
putting the face of the fraternity before the community. They marched proudly and impressed all that 
viewed them. Big Red was honored to carry brothers, friends, and families through the crowded parade 
route with an a boundness of smiles and waves. Brother Randy Radcliffe struggled to get Little Red tamed 
down, but finally corralled Little Red to the delight of the onlookers.
It is amazing how many people do not know or understand the connection between those guys with the 
funny aprons and the guys with the funny hats. I am convinced that the joint efforts bring a new respect and 
recognition to both organizations by seeing them marching together. Thus, letting out the secret at we are 
good men and good for the community. 

Next Parade is Wellington’s 4th of July Parade. Please contact me to join in the festivities. Scott Croxford 
440-822-4107 
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    Our next meeting will we be July 22, 2024 at 6:00 pm. At St. Mathews Episcopal Church 9549 Highland 
Drive Brecksville, Oh 44141. 
    If you are a Veteran or you would like to help out as an associate, please contact Jack Conner PP at  
440-590-5260. 
    Our Past Commander George Anders gave us the following trip report of the International Association 
Legion of Honor Convention in Las Vagas. 

   Legion of Honor
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Thank You!Ford & Nadya Cole....................... 7/1/24
John E. Haught.............................. 7/1/24
Ken & Beth Weidig......................11/1/24
Jack & Marge Conner..................11/1/24
Joe & Becky Kevern....................11/1/24
Lee & Betty Pilous..................... 12/1/24
Al Budney..................................... 1/1/25
Art Moore..................................... 1/1/25
Creighton & Winnie Bradler ........ 1/1/25
Chuck & Barbara Bradler............. 1/1/25
Mike Brookins.............................. 2/1/25
Brunell “Bru” Lewis..................... 2/1/25
Steve & Kim Behm ...................... 3/1/25
Jie & Danelle, Zemek.................... 3/1/25
Debbie Saiter & Fudge.................. 3/1/25

Jay & Sheila Flack........................ 4/1/25
Virginia Briggs............................. 4/1/25
Rosemary Hixenbaugh.................. 4/1/25
James & Lois Parkinson............... 4/1/25
Barb Fyfe...................................... 5/1/25
Evie Probert.................................. 6/1/25
James & Naomi Rice.....................7/1/25
John D. Baker.................................7/1/25
Barb Kuchta ................................. 7/2/25
Ray & Kay Wilson.......................11/1/25
Tom Scharf...................................11/1/25
Russ Arndt...................................11/1/25
Mark & Debbie Bollinger............. 4/1/25
James & Julie Pace ......................10/1/25
Richard & Linda Saxby...............11/1/25

Norm Melchreit........................... 12/1/25
Fredrick & Mary Freer ................ 1/1/26
Joe Wuitowicz............................... 1/4/26
Paula Bodenstein..........................11/1/26
Gary Brookins..............................11/1/26
Scott & Jana Grim........................ 3/1/27
Roger A. Van Norstan....................7/1/27
Joanne Larson............................... 1/1/28
Sandy Angstrom............................ 2/1/28
Ralph & Eda Thadeus....................7/1/28
Gordon Hastler PP........................ 3/1/29
Joe and Joann Dugan.................... 1/1/29
Donald & Debbie Meuser............10/1/30
Norita M Hinerman...................... 4/1/32

BOOSTERS	 exp. date BOOSTERS	 exp. date BOOSTERS	 exp. date

   Al Koran Boosters 
“Al Koran Boosters” help to defray the cost of publishing and mailing our magazine. To be a “Booster” 
please send a check, payable to Al Koran, for $10 per person listed to Al Koran Headquarters. Names are 
listed for one year, after which it is time to renew. Renewal dates are shown after your name.

Greetings BSrs!

Our last gathering was a 
lot of fun!  If you missed 
it, we solved the world’s 
problems (again) over some 
fine spirits and good smokes.  
Our next gathering will be 

at Noble Scott Hayden’s house in Avon Lake 
on Sunday July 21st starting at 1:00 PM.  An 
email will be sent to the members with his 
address and further details.  

Suffice it to say - Bring your swimsuits!  Bring 
a snack to share. Bring a nice bottle of spirits 
to share, and get ready to solve the world’s 
problems with us! (Again).  If only our world leaders could take a page from our playbook,  
we’d have world peace figured out in no time!   
Hope to see you there!
— Mike Spisak  - “The Humidor”

May Event of the Bourbon and Stogies Club

   Bourbon and Stogies Unit
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mwaldronmedicare@gmail.com  •  www.medicarewithmichelle.com

E-Mail: Hambone1@zoominternet.net
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Annual 

AASR Valley of Cleveland & Al Koran Shriners 
Golf Outing & Steak Dinner 

 
Pleasant Hills Golf Course 

13461 Aquila Road, Chardon, OH 44024 
Saturday July 20, 2024 
Registration: 8:00 am  

Tee Time: 9:00 am Shot Gun - Scramble 
 

$100.00 per person all included. 
Dinner only: $50.00 per person. 

 
Entry fee includes: green fees with Cart – 4-man scramble format. 

Hot Dog & 1 draft beer at the turn. 
Dinner at 2:30 pm: Steak, baked potatoes, green salad, bread and butter, 

water, and soda.   
 

Alcoholic drinks available but not included. 
 

Games:    Mulligans, 3 for $10.00 per Golfer 
        

For reservation contact: Franck Kakou (216-244.7262)  
or email: franck@bslwine.com   

 
Team entry 

Name(s)    Contact info – Phone & Email if possible.        
___________________________ ___________________________ 
___________________________  ___________________________          
___________________________  ___________________________   
___________________________  ___________________________  
      
Would you like to sponsor a hole? $50.00 – Simply attach your business card or the desired 
information. Sponsoring no later than June 7th (sign making process). 
 

For payment please call:  AASR Valley of Cleveland 
At: Brady Woodworth 
Secretary 

      Office: 216.432.2370 – secretary@aasrcleveland.org 
       

Make all checks payable to: AASR valley of Cleveland - Ref: Golf Outing 2024 
Payments and reservation must be received NO LATER than July 13th, 2024. 
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Potentate with our new initiate at the May Board Meeting Massillon Shrine Club Golf Outing 
donations to the transportation fund with 
checks from Son’s of Herman and Schillers 
Lode & Sons and $50 cash donation from 
Clinton Lodge #47

The Mansfield Shrine Club participated in the Miss Ohio Parade on the 9th of June. In the parade was our Pick 
-M - Ups, Fez Float, Hospital Van, Phil Devoe’s Harley, and Associate Member Randy Waddles’ 1930 Shrine 
Hillbilly Ford Model A which carried Miss Ohio Contestant Baylee Joy Martin “Miss Portsmouth “whose 
Papaw is an El Hasa Shriner

	 P	 I	 C	 T	 U	 R	 E	 S
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Steve Velimesis and I.S. Michael Davison Presented a 
check For the Hospital Transportation Fund From Summit 
Lodge #213 Twinsburg, OH.

Members of Al Koran Shriners at the Foreigner and STYX concert at Blossom on June 12th. Pictured below is the group of 
volunteers, Michelle Waldron and I.S. Michael Davison on stage with guitar, and the winner of the guitar.

Congratulations to Michael Spisak Jr. on receiving your Entered Apprentice Degree! Son of Chief Rabban Michael Spisak, 
he received his Entered Apprentice degree on June 11th at Westshore Lodge #804. Pictured here is a photo of Father and 
Son and them with the officers of Westshore Lodge. Welcome brother and good luck on your Masonic Journey!

	 P	 I	 C	 T	 U	 R	 E	 S


